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AS no major motor vehicle shipments have been observed passing through 


border crossing points on the Oder-Neisse line since mid-October 1952, 


it is assumed that this year's motor vehicle exchange came 

to an end in November. New vehicles began to arrive in Rast Germany in 
mid-February, ard the first shipnents of turned-in motor vehicles were 
dispatched to th: U.S.5.R. in late March 1982. 


Prior to late November, the GOFG received a total of approximately 11,200 

new motor vehicles, while it turned in 8,800 motor vehicles to the U.5.8.R. 

On the basis of an estinated total. equipment of 50,000 to 55,000 motor vehiclcs s 
these figures indicate that about 206 percent of the total park of motor vehicles 
now consists of nodern and uniform types, mostly 3-ton trucks. The completion 
of the motor vehicle exchange program thus brought about a considerable 
improvement in the combat-readiness of the Soviet forces in Last Germany, and 


increased the motor vehicle peel’ by about 2,00 units. 


The 1952 motor vehicle exchange operation has been the most comprehensive since 
the end of the war. From July 1950 to April 1951, only 2,317 naw and 2,335 old 
motor vehicles were shipped from the U.S.S.R. to East Germany. Most of the 


_latter went to German factories for general overhauling. 


it is believed that about 10 percent of the motor vehicle park, i.e. arnroxi- 
mately 5,000 moter vehicles » Must be turned in as urusnable equipment every 
year, See alse paragraph 7. - 


This year's umeually large vehicle exchange program may be due to the 
following reasons: 


a. ‘The vehicles returned to the U.S.S.R. were overage and no longer combat~ ~ 


worthy. 


b. The vehicles received under the Lend-Lease ,program were replaced, because | 
they required too much repair work and thus were uneconomical in operation. 


c. The authorized motor vehicle equipment of units was increased in order to 
imp:ove the mobility of the units.. 


25X1 


| NAVY NSRB 


an # | gre | [eae e 


a ; Approved For Release 2003/08/12 : CIA-RDP82-00457R015900160002-1 
~ é , 


25X1 


ay 25X1 


d. Some of the new motor vehicles Sent to East Germany vere i 
8 ne "16 2 assigned to 
newly activated units. i - 


25X11 &. aa ee is inferred that all four 
we contr Gc to the expansion of the motor vehicle exchange proprem 


tor 

of 1952 to the level observed. Although the figure given for the motor vehicles 
returned to the U.S.S.R. is only m estimate, the data on the new motor ~ehicies 
sent to Last Germany and their distribution is rather accurate, Aecordin: to 
informtion available, the following numbers of moter vehicles arrived in Tast 
Germany during the perlod from February throurh November 1952: 
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Total 2,02E 7,557 963 1,64. 1.077 3.0% «UC 978): G52 i1l,195 


“ate + igtide andicave that the two motorized rifle armies and the Fourth 
Gds Meez Army received a higher percentage of the new motor vehicle equipment 
sent to Last Germany than the other armies of the Soviet ocevpation forces. 

Mest of the motor vehicles sent to units directly assigned to the OCUFG were 
consipned to the IV Arty Corps and the 56th Trans Rest in Wildpars. The majerity. 
of the motor vehicles sent to the Twenty-Fourth Air Army were probably assigned 
Lo newly activated AAA units employed at airfields. 


7. In the future, it is expected that the vehicle replacement rogram will 
function according to order issued by the 25X‘1 
Narodni Kommissariat Oboroni (Peoples Commission for Defence) (NKO). This 


order establishes the yarly norm of kilometers to be run by wheeled tactical 
vehicles at 3,000 km; for training vehicles this norm was fixed at 12,000 km; 
and for supply vehicles at 24,000 km. [.  ————C——C  —. | the first 25X1 
general overhauling of motor vehicles is due between 15,000 and 75,000 lm, 
depending on the type of the vehicle, and the second overhauling is to be 
performed between 85,000 and 120,000-km. On the assumption that front-line units 
turn in their vehicles when the second overhauling is needed and assuming that 
vehicies assipned to units average 11,000 km per year, the average lifetime 
of a motor vehicle with troop units may be estimated to be 8 to 11 years. Or, 
in other words, about 10 percent of the total motor vehicle equipment mst be 
turned in every year as no Longer serviceable. Therefore, it is concluded that 
the GOFG probably turns in about 5,000 motor vehicles annually. This avercge _ 
may have been considerably incroased in 1952 by the fact thal the turned-in motor 
_ vehicles included a high percentage of lend and lease equipment, which had 
been in use for 8 to 10 years, of which some were war yeoars, 
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